
Fiddler’s Despair 
  

Level:    Intermediate Plus  Genre: Country/Fiddle 

Artist:    Natalie MacMaster & Donnell Leahy    

Choreo:    Andy Howard  

Speed:    -10 to Normal   Length:2.39 

Sequence:  Intro A B C B Break D A D C* Ending 

Wait:     16 beats 

 

Quick Cues 

 

Intro (16 beats) 

16 2 Clogover Rolling (L&R) 

 

Part A (32 beats) 

4 Twisty Four 

4 Rocking Chair (1/4L) 

4 Scotty Split 

4 Stomp Double (3/4R) 

16 REPEAT 

 

Part B (32 beats) 

8 Cross Appalachian (3/4R) 

4 Bouncer Basic  

4 Double Basic Brush (1/4L) 

16 REPEAT 

 

Part C (32 beats) 

8 Samantha (Full R) 

4 Joey (FWD) 

4 Stomp Double (1/2R) 

16 REPEAT 

 

Part B (32 beats) 

8 Cross Appalachian (3/4R) 

4 Bouncer Basic  

4 Double Basic Brush (1/4L) 

16 REPEAT 

 

Break (32 beats) 

4  Triple Twist (Diag L) 

4 Double Basic Brush (1/2L) 

4  Triple Twist (Diag L) 

4 Double Basic Brush (3/4L) 

4  Triple Twist (Diag L) 

4 Double Basic Brush (1/2L) 

4  Triple Twist (Diag L) 

4 Double Basic Brush (1/4L) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quick Cues 

 

Part D (32 beats) 

8 Gregory Toe Shuffle 

8 Gregory Toes 

16 REPEAT 

 

Part A (32 beats) 

4 Twisty Four 

4 Rocking Chair (1/4L) 

4 Scotty Split 

4 Stomp Double (3/4R) 

16 REPEAT 

 

Part D (32 beats) 

8 Gregory Toe Shuffle 

8 Gregory Toes 

16 REPEAT 

 

Part C* (36 beats) 

8 Samantha (Full R) 

4 Joey (FWD) 

4 Stomp Double (1/2R) 

8 Samantha (Full R) 

4 Joey (FWD) 

4 Stomp Double (1/2R) 

½  Quick Stamp 

3½ Pause 

 

Ending (16 1/2 beats) 

8 Samantha (Full R) 

4 Joey (FWD) 

4 Stomp Double (Full R) 

½  Quick Stamp 

 

 

 

 

 



Step Definitions –  Fiddler’s Despair 

 

CLOGOVER ROLLING: 

DS(OTS) DS(XIF) DS(OTS) [DS(XIB) DS](FULL R) DS DS RS 

L       R       L        R       L           R  L  RL  

&1      &2      &3       &4      &5          &6 &7 &8 

 

TWISTY FOUR: 

DS(OTS) DS(XIF) BA(OTS) BA(XIB) BA(OTS) S(XIF) 

L       R       L       R       L       R 

&1      &2      &       3       &       4 

 

ROCKING CHAIR: 

DS BR H DS RS 

L  R  L R  LR 

&1 &  2 &3 &4 

 

CROSS APPALACHIAN: (In this dance turn 3/4R on Beats &5&6&7&8) 

DS-DR/K-R(XIF) S(BK) DR/K(OTS) R(BK) S DS DS DS RS 

L  L /R R      L     L /R      R     L R  L  R  LR 

&1   &  2      &       3       &     4 &5 &6 &7 &8 

 

BOUNCER BASIC: 

DT-BO/BO(XIF) BO/BO(XIF) SL/LIFT-DS RS 

L  L /R        L/R        L/ R   R  LR 

&    1          &          2     &3 &4 

 

SAMANTHA: 

DS DS(XIF) DR S(BK) DR S(BK) RS DS DS RS 

L  R       R  L     L  R     LR L  R  LR 

&1 &2      &  3     &  4     &5 &6 &7 &8 

 

JOEY: 

DS BA(XIB) BA(OTS) BA(OTS) BA(XIB) BA(BS) S 

L  R       L       R       L       R      L 

&1 &       2       &       3       &      4 

 

TRIPLE TWIST: 

DS DS DT [BA/BA](H'S L) HD/BA LIFT/SL 

L  R  L   L /R          L /R   L  /R 

&1 &2 &     3             &       4 

 

GREGORY TOE SHUFFLE: 

DBL-BA TCHH(OTS) LIFT/CLK(H’S) BA TCH(OTS) BA TT (P) BA TT-BA S 

 L  L   R         L  / R       R   L       L  R      R  L  L  R 

&a  1   e            &         a   2       &  a   3  e  &  4  & 

BA TCHH(OTS) LIFT/CLK(H’S) BA BA (P) SL/SL DR/DR LIFT/SL 

L   R         L  / R       R  L      L /R  L /R    L /R 

5   e            &         a  6   &    7     &       8 

 

GREGORY TOES: 

DBL-BA TCHH(OTS) LIFT/CLK(H’S) BA TCH(OTS) BA TT (P) BA TT-BA BA 

 L  L   R         L  / R       R   L       L  R      R  L  L  R 

&a  1   e            &         a   2       &  a   3  e  &  4  & 

BA TT-BA (P) TT-BA (P) TT-BA (P) TT SL 

L  R  R      L  L      R  R      L  R           

5  e  &   a  6  e   &  a  7   e  &  8 

 

QUICK STAMP: 

STA 

 L 

 & 

 

SCOTTY SPLIT: 

DS DT(XIF) H DT(X) H-BO/BO BO/HD 

L  R       L R     L L /R  L /R 

&1 &       2 &     3   &     4 

 

STOMP DOUBLE: 

(P) STO DS DS RS 

     R  L  R  LR 

 &   1  &2 &3 &4 

 

DOUBLE BASIC BRUSH: 

DS DS RS BR SL 

L  R  LR L  R 

&1 &2 &3 &  4 


